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TEAM SELECTION POLICY AND GUIDELINES

Guiding Principle: In our younger age groups (up to and including U/11) the club places a particular
emphasis on participation and enjoyment. Expanding friendship groups during primary school years is our
guiding principle, as we endeavour to enhance confidence and make football fun. We will focus on the
acquisition of core skills and the nurturing of physical and emotional development and well-being. It is our
objective that every team is competitive, and that every player has the opportunity to improve and to make
a contribution.

The Club and coaches will adhere to the following guidelines as far as practicable, and it is Club policy to
support our Coaches in any reasonable decisions they make. Where registrations provide for multiple
teams in the same age group, it is the policy of the Club that team lists will be developed using the
following guidelines:

U/8 to U/9 (Modified Rules; Regional Divisions; No scores published; No finals played)
School groups stay together and are combined with other school groups to form teams with a relatively
equal number of players. If this is not possible and a school group or groups need to be split to create
balanced teams the Football Department and Coaches will use these guidelines:

e Siblings will be in the same team unless there is parental agreement to do otherwise;

e If 2 or 3 girls enrol they will be in the same team unless there is a specific request otherwise;

e If there are 4 or more girls, they may be split between teams.

U/10 to U/11 (Open Rules; Teams compete within graded Divisions)

e Girls are encouraged to play in a Girls competition but may play in a mixed gender team by
parental agreement;

e Prior to the season commencing Under 11 teams may play against each other to determine which
team plays in the higher / lower division. If neither team is clearly stronger the Football
Department and Coaches may adjust the composition of teams to strengthen one. Should this
happen any siblings will remain in the same team unless there is parental agreement to do
otherwise.

Yarra Junior Football League (YJFL) policy allows for a maximum of 24 players to play in a match in these
age groups. The Club requires that all players listed on a team sheet play at least three quarters of that
game as far as is practicable.

Should a team in these age groups participate in finals YJFL policy allows for all qualified players to play,
regardless of total numbers. The Club requires that during finals all players will play at least half of each
game as far as is practicable.

U/12 to U/18 (Open Rules; Competitive)

We aim to provide all players in these age groups the opportunity to play in the highest division possible.
While development remains the primary aim of our coaches a greater emphasis is now placed upon
performance.
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Where two sides form in an age group, players deemed capable of playing in a higher division may

be offered a position in our higher graded (Black) team regardless of which division(s) they have played in
previously. Our Football manager, Coach co-ordinator, coaches and external consultants (as appropriate)
will select teams based upon assessment of aptitude, attitude, commitment and need for team balance.
We aim to field competitive teams in every division and resource them appropriately.

YJFL policy allows for a maximum of 24 players to play in a match in these age groups. In Finals a number
of players greater than 24 may be utilized, provided that each player is eligible and has played the
minimum number of qualifying games in that team. The Club expects that all players be permitted to play
a minimum of a half game as far as is practicable. Coaches must endeavour to provide the maximum
number of players an opportunity to participate.

1 APPROPRIATE AGE GROUP

For safety & developmental reasons it is the club’s policy that each player will play in their correct age
group. Any child whose birthday falls between January 01 and April 30 may be considered to be in their
correct age group if playing with school friends who are born one year earlier.

All other exemptions regardless of the reason require the permission of the Football Manager. Players may
be invited to play up a year level by the Football Manager in circumstances where there is an imbalance of
players across age groups. Only those players who the club believes can cope with the move will be
offered the opportunity, and it is not compulsory. Any such out-of-age arrangement is for the immediate
season only. Players may be required to revert back to their correct age group in the following season. If
there is more than one team in the age group where players are playing up, these players would generally
play in the lowest graded team.
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